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Abstract

This research entitled “Effects of alcohol product placement on message interpretation
process, elaboration likelihood, and decision to drink of Thai adolescents” aims to 1) explore
situation of alcohol product placement advertising on TV and social media in Thailand, 2) explore
perception level towards alcohol product placement advertising on TV and social media among
Thai youths according to gender, age, family income, family structure, and living area, 3)
investigate effects of alcohol product placement advertising on message interpretation,
elaboration likelihood, drinking decision. Sample comprised of youths enrolled in grade 4-12 and

vocation 1-3.

Data collection was conducted using mixed method: 1) focus group discussion of 44
students across level exploring basic information on media exposure in general and product
placement. Findings were used in developing of this research instrument, 2) Analysis of TV
program content from sample of previous broadcast program on the appearances of alcohol
product placement for 24 hours during one week from 6 channels on free TV, 3) Survey using
questionnaires on exposure to alcohol product placement media among 2,565 national
representative youths, 4)quasi experiment comparing effects of visual only, audio only, and
visual-audio alcohol product placement on message interpretation, elaboration likelihood, and
future drinking intention among 562 youths in Bangkok and the province with high experience of
alcohol use, and 5) in-depth focus group on 68 students experienced in alcohol product placement
exposure and may drink in the future. Data analysis was conducted using content analysis for

qualitative data, and descriptive, chi square, analysis of variance for quantitative data.
Research findings were as follow:
1. Status of alcohol product placement in television and social media in Thailand

In the television, it was found that alcohol product placement was broadcasted most
during the night time between 24.01—01.00 a.m. The program that carried alcohol product
placement were the news and current events program followed by sport and entertainment
program and rarely found in the competition and contest program and mostly used visual and

audio placement format and visual only format. The visual placements were in the form of logo



or slogan banners that blatantly placed around the sport arena and promotional items. These
blatant placements could be seen in various positions on TV screen interchangeably displayed
with non-alcohol product’s logo of the same company. In online platform, two types of alcohol
content were found disseminated online. The alcohol company used Facebook and Line to carry
the alcohol marketing communication messages whereas Facebook, Line Instagram and
SocialCam were used by the samples to send or receive messages concerning alcohol products or

activities.

2. Perceived of product placement. Results found moderate level of youths’ exposure to
alcohol product placement during the past 3 months (X = 1.91). The main mass media channels
for exposure were TV, radio, newspaper, magazines whereas the social media channels were
Facebook, Instagram, SocialCam, and lines. Perceptions of alcohol product placement through
brands and marketing promotion were different according to age, income, education, family
structure, and regions. There are moderate exposures to audio only and audio-visual alcohol

product placement and low exposure to audio only advertisement.

3. Comparisons of effect of different alcohol product placements perceived on message
interpretation, elaboration likelihood and intention to drink of the sample revealed that there were
non-significant different of messages interpretation at moderate level among youths exposed to
these three types of product placement. However, youths received audio only product placement
had significant higher score of elaboration likelihood than the audio-visual and visual only
groups. There were non-significant different on drinking intention in the next one year among

youths received different types of alcohol product placement.
The following suggestions were proposed
1. Reconsideration of media control on alcohol product

1.1 Uplift the control measure of alcohol advertisement on television especially

on product placement

1.2 Reconsider the definition of product placement to be controlled in

advertisement.

2. Set up anti-alcohol campaign for youths



2.1 Alcohol media literacy for youths which include all type of media literacy in
school setting. Participation of all concerned parties especially from parents should be

emphasized in planning the campaigns.

2.2 Promoting of surveillance network collaboration to strengthen the

monitoring of unsuitable or unethical messages in various media format among youth.
3. Reconsideration of legal control on alcohol product

3.1 Policy, legal regulations on the control of information dissemination,
communication, marketing of alcoholic beverage companies to provide content that is
encouraging consumers to drink alcohol should be considered and also to expand coverage to the

use of social media as well.

3.2 Improving the content of labeling laws and the use of visual alerts (picture

warning) to reduce the attraction to drink.

3.3 Considering having legal regulations which do not allow the alcohol
company to be a major supporter of youth sport competitions, or sport competition that include

youth participant, and using alcohol brand as name of sport team or sport arena.

3.4 Propose legal regulations that do not allow the non-alcoholic beverages to

use the same or similar trademark or brand name with alcohol products.
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Bazic elements of the Mezzage Interpretation Process Model
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Perceived Realism
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Dhesirability of Portrayals
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Drecizions are partlally logical and partlally emotional, Emotion can bias logical processing
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http://public.wsu.edu/~eaustin/pdf/mipmodel.pdf
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